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®Tn the past, in most industrialised countries, the general perception of people with

dementia was that they were a burden on society and should be locked away in institutions.

In the 1990s, the first drug treatments became available. They were not curative, but

began to provide symptom management. Additional treatments are still being developed,

while a search for a cure remains the ultimate goal. In lower income countries, drug

treatments remain largely unavailable and, in many places, people with dementia are

still locked away from society, whether in institutions or hidden by family members

There is now greater public awareness of dementia but not of its causes or progression.
Most people are unaware of the fact that dementia is caused by a medical disorder and
that the symptoms of dementia are the result of physical damage to the brain. This leads
to inaccurate assumptions about its effects on the person and his or her family and

@While public
awareness of the existence of dementia has increased, that has not, as yet, led to a

negative stereotypes about how a person with dementia will behave.

greater acceptance of individuals who are coping with dementia.

By discussing stigma, are we further stigmatising people with dementia by separating

them out or providing a label? ®To eventually reduce stigma, society first needs to

identify the causes; the false beliefs that lead to it. How does stigma affect the lives

of people with dementia and carers? After a period of identification of the reasons for

the problem, resources can be allocated to provide solutions. In the end, solutions

create less of a need for people to be singled out as they have the necessary support

and become a normalised part of society. (p.7)

< H #L > Alzheimer’ s Disease International (2012) World Alzheimer Report 2012:

Overcoming the stigma of dementia.
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@The nature of the supervisory relationship and the content and process of supervision

can have a profound impact on the social worker s attitudes toward the practice setting

(agency, school, hospital, etc.) as well as on the social worker’ s direct practice and
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efforts toward professional impact. For example, in a large study of supervision and

practice in a Canadian Provincial child welfare system, Shulman (2020) identified a

parallel process in which the way supervisors related to their workers tended to impact

the way workers related to their clients. The parallels also existed between managers

and supervisors, with supervisors who reported having a positive relationship with their

managers tending to have workers who reported a positive relationship with them.

Positive relationship in this study was defined by items on questionnaires and included

rapport (I get along with my supervisor), trust (I can tell my supervisor anything on

my mind; I can share my mistakes as well as my failures), and caring (my supervisor

cares as much about me as he cares about the clients; my supervisor is here to help me,

not just to criticize me). Shulman points out that many of the skills needed to engage

clients to develop a positive working relationship in the beginning phase of practice

are the same skills as those needed in the supervision process (Shulman, 2020).

< H{#L>Shulman, L. (2020) Supervision. Encyclopedia of Social Work.
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